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June 1896. Liverpool Cometary Observations . 
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Meridian Observations of Comet b 1896 (Swift), at Lower Transit 
at the Royal Observatory , Greenwich . 

(Communicated by the Astronomer Royal.) 


Mean Time of Observation. 

Observer. 

Observed R.A., of #. 

Observed N.P.D. (Cor¬ 
rected for Parallax 

1896. d 

h 

m 

s 

W. B. 

h m s 

and Refraction). 

0 / // 

May I 

12 

13 

52 

2 ss 30-97 

36 II 56-92 

4 

II 

45 

5 

H. F. 

2 38 29-07 

3i 39 23-33 

9 

10 

53 

3 

A. C. 

2 6 1-35 

26 6 48-94 

11 

IO 

3i 

20 

B. 

1 52 8-29 

24 27 57 76 


The transit on May 4 was observed on four wires only, and 
these cannot be identified with certainty. It is possible that the 
It.A. should be diminished by one interval of the wires or 4 s *7. 

The initials A. C., B. } H. F., and W. B. refer to Mr. Crommelin, 
Mr. Bryant, Mr. Furner, and Mr. Bowyer respectively. 


Cometary Observations at Liverpool Observatory , 1895. 

By W. E. Plummer, M.A. 

The following observations of Comets have been made with 
the Equatorial of the Liverpool Observatory during the year 
1895. When the comet was sufficiently bright to admit of 
adequate illumination of the wires of a filar micrometer, the 
measures have been made with that instrument. With the 
fainter comets, or under unfavourable circumstances, a mic¬ 
rometer of thick wires, crossed at right angles and placed 
at an angle of 45 0 with the meridian, has been employed. 
In a few cases both forms of micrometer have been used, in order 
to judge of the relative accuracy of the two methods. Similar 
observations have also been made on nebulae, and it appears that 
while the larger number of wires (nine) over which transits can 
be made with the filar micrometer gives a greater accuracy to 
the differences of Bight Ascension, the declinations are fairly 
comparable in the two cases. Observations made with the 
crossed bars are marked “Bet.,” and it has been usual to make 
five transits of the comet and comparison stars. All the obser¬ 
vations have been corrected for differences of refraction, but no 
corrections for parallax have been applied, except in the case of 
Encke’s Comet, mentioned in the Notes. The whole of the 
observations have been made by Mr. W. Plummer. 
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June 1896. 



at Liverpool Observatory , 1895. 
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Mr. Plummer, Cometary Observations 
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